Public comment from M. Zagal

From: Magaly.Zagal@gtlaw.com <Magaly.Zagal@gtlaw.com>

Sent: Friday, November 14, 2025 2:23 PM

To: Program Advisory Committee <program@bhsoac.ca.gov>

Cc: marissa.morabito@triplep.net <marissa.morabito@triplep.net>; sara@triplep.net <sara@tri
plep.net>; raquel.diaz@triplep.net <raquel.diaz@triplep.net>; Rocco.Pallin@gtlaw.com <Rocco.
Pallin@gtlaw.com>

Subject: Triple P Feedback for BHSOAC

Good afternoon,

Please find enclosed comments regarding the IPF draft Framework submitted on behalf of
Triple P.

Best regards,

Magaly Zagal
Associate

Greenberg Traurig, LLP

400 Capitol Mall | Suite 2400 | Sacramento, CA 95814
T+1916.868.0611 | F+1916.448.1709

Magaly.Zagal@gtlaw.com | www.gtlaw.com | View GT Biography
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Feedback for the BHSOAC Program Advisory Committee: Innovation Partnership Fund

Working Framework (version 3) and Slides from Canceled Commission Meeting Planned for
Oct. 23, 2025

Submitted by Triple P America
Thank you for the opportunity to submit feedback on the Innovation Partnership Fund (“IPF”).

When reviewing the slides for the planned, canceled Commission meeting on October 23, 2025,
we noticed that the Commission is “exploring the possibility of awarding additional scoring
points to the procurement process for proposals with CBOs as lead.” However, we believe that
such prioritization would undermine the BHSA’s goals as well as the legislative intent of the
statute.

WIC 5845.1 creates the IPF. Subsection (c)(1) states: “[t]he Behavioral Health Services
Oversight and Accountability Commission shall award grants to private, public, and nonprofit
partners to promote development of innovative mental health and substance use disorder
programs and practices.” We believe this language may not provide clear legal authority for the
Commission to prioritize funding awards to nonprofit organizations over private and public
partners. The language communicates that the California Legislature intended for the funds to be
available equally to private, public, and nonprofit partners. Should there have been a preference,
the statute would have expressly provided for it—or, at a minimum, authorized the Commission
to make such a distinction.

Importantly, private-sector entities play an important role in advancing behavioral health. And
awarding funds to private entities can promote innovation and accelerate effective partnerships
with CBOs and nonprofits to provide the services most responsive to communities’ needs.
Further, awarding funds to private and public entities can increase sustainability and expand the
reach of the IPF’s funds.

We urge the Commission to equally score entities’ IPF funding proposals regardless of whether
they are nonprofit, private, or government organizations, and instead score proposals based on
their potential to affect the change in California communities that the BHSA envisions.


https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=5845.1.&lawCode=WIC



