
Public comment from E. Cortez 
 
From: Evelyn Cortez <ECortez@bayfrontyfs.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2026 10:05 AM 
To: BHSOAC Public Comment <publiccomment@bhsoac.ca.gov> 
Subject: my statement 
 
As a parent I wanted more for my 3 special needs children and more for myself. I began a 
journey of healing and learning that set me on a path to work as the Parent Advocate at 
Bayfront Youth and Family Services. That led me to meet Melissa Hannah in 2019 at a 
Parent Partner Symposium in LA County. Melissa was presenting an impressive workshop 
on Bullying. I stayed to ask questions and ask if she could present this workshop at my 
agency to the parents and caregivers in Long Beach. That collaboration with United 
Parents has made an impact Melissa Hannah and Steve Varner were there to guide and 
teach me to use my lived experience and my voice. I have been bringing others with me to 
attend parent and caregiver events including advocacy day at the capital since 2019. 
Through events hosted by United Parents I have been able to use my lived experience to 
help other parents and caregivers find their voice to make lasting changes so that 
addiction, abuse and untreated mental illness is no longer what is typical in a home. 
 
Best, 
  
Evelyn Cortez       
She/Her  Learn More 
Parent Partner/Advocate 
  
Bayfront Youth & Family Services 
16444 Paramount Blvd. Ste.203 Paramount, CA 90723 
  
ECortez@bayfrontyfs.org ■ www.bayfrontyfs.org 
  
C: 562)355-8968 
T: 562)788-7252 ext.275 
F: 562)788-7243 
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All information contained in this email is intended for the use of the recipient(s) named 
above and may be privileged, confidential, and/or proprietary. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please do not read, distribute, or reproduce this email. You are advised that 
unauthorized use of this information by an unintended recipient may be lawful and could 
subject the user to civil damages and other penalties. 
  
All electronic and physical resources, whether owned or leased by the Employer, and the 
messages, files, data, software, or other information stored or transmitted on them are, 
and remain at all times, the property of the Employer. All information created, sent, or 
retrieved through the Employer’s electronic or physical resources and all activities 
conducted using the Employer’s electronic or physical resources should not be considered 
private. 
  
Bayfront Youth & Family Services reserves, and will exercise as it deems necessary, the 
right to review, audit, intercept, and access the data, including messages received, sent, or 
forwarded by the Internet. The use of these systems should be limited only to business 
purposes. 
  
Any person who violates this policy, or otherwise misuses the systems, shall be subject to 
appropriate action which may include loss of system privileges, disciplinary action, 
termination, or other legal consequences. 
 




