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Legislative and External Affairs 

Advisory Committee Meeting 
June 19, 2025 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Legislative and External Affairs 

Committee will conduct a meeting on June 19, 2025 at 12:30 p.m. 

 

DATE June 19, 2025 

TIME 12:30 – 2:30 p.m. 

LOCATION 1812 9th Street Sacramento, CA 95811 and Virtual 

ZOOM ACCESS 
Zoom meeting link and dial-in number will be 

provided upon registration. 

Free Zoom Registration Link 

 

Our Commitment to Excellence 

The Commission’s 2024-2027 Strategic Plan articulates four strategic goals: 

This meeting will be conducted via teleconference pursuant to the 

Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act according to Government Code 

sections 11123, 11123.5, and 11133. The location(s) from which the 
public may participate are listed below. All members of the public 
shall have the right to offer comment at this public meeting as 

described in this Notice. 

Champion vision into action to increase public understanding of services that address 

unmet behavioral health needs. 

Catalyze best practice networks to ensure access, improve outcomes, and reduce disparities. 

Inspire innovation and learning to close the gap between what can be done 

and what must be done. 

Relentlessly drive expectations in ways that reduce stigma, build empathy, 

and empower the public. 

Public participation is critical to the success of our work and deeply valued by the Commission. Please see 

the detailed explanation of how to participate in public comment after the meeting agenda. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

Mark Bontrager, Chair 

Robert Callan, Vice Chair 

Amy Fairweather, J.D. 

Karen Larsen 

Gladys Mitchell 

Marvin Southard, Ph.D. 

Jay’Riah Thomas-Beckett 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 

Brenda Grealish 
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Meeting Agenda 

Items may be considered in any order at the discretion of the Chair. Public comment is taken on each 

agenda item. Unlisted items will not be considered. 

 
 

 

 

12:30 p.m. 1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

12:35 p.m. 2. Announcements 

12:40 p.m. 3. General Public Comment 

12:50 p.m. 4. Overview of Legislative & External Affairs Committee 

Overview of the purpose and scope of the committee. 

• Public Comment & Open Dialogue 

 

1:20 p.m. 5. Update on Advocacy Programs 

Update and discussion on Advocacy Programs and the development of the 
upcoming Transition Age Youth Advocacy Contract.  

• Public Comment & Open Dialogue 

 

1:50 p.m. 

 

 

     
 

2:30 p.m. 

6. 

 

  

 
 
 

7. 

 

Legislative Priorities 

Discussion and recommendation on decision-making framework for considering 

legislation.  

• Public Comment & Open Dialogue 

• Vote 

Adjournment 

Our Commitment to Transparency 

In accordance with the Bagley-Keene Open 
Meeting Act, public meeting notices and agenda 
are available on the internet at www.bhsoac.ca.gov 
at least 10 calendar days prior to the meeting. 

Further information regarding this meeting may be 

obtained by calling (916) 500-0577 or by emailing 
bhsoac@bhsoac.ca.gov. 

Our Commitment to Those with Disabilities 

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, 

individuals who, because of a disability need 
special assistance to participate in any 
Commission meeting or activities, may request 

assistance by calling (916) 500-0577 or by emailing 
bhsoac@bhsoac.ca.gov. Requests should be made 
one (1) week in advance, whenever possible. 

http://www.mhsoac.ca.gov/
mailto:mhsoac@mhsoac.ca.gov
mailto:mhsoac@mhsoac.ca.gov
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Notes for Participation 

For Public Comments: Prior to making your comments, please state your name for the record and 

identify any group or organization you represent.   

Register to attend for free here: 

https://bhsoac-ca-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcvdOirpz8iEtQdBKMRwIzvIIQ5pMjAbR_F  

Email Us: You can also submit public comment to the Commission by emailing us at 
publiccomment@bhsoac.ca.gov. Emailed public comments submitted at least 72 hours prior to the 

Commission meeting will be shared with Commissioners at the upcoming meeting. Public comment 

submitted less than 72 hours prior to the Commission meeting will be shared with Commissioners at a 

future meeting. Please note that public comments submitted to this email address will not receive a 

written response from the Commission. Emailing public comments is not intended to replace the 

public comment period held during each Commission Meeting and in no way precludes a person 

from also providing public comments during the meetings. 

Public Participation: The telephone lines of members of the public who dial into the meeting will initially 

be muted to prevent background noise from inadvertently disrupting the meeting. Phone lines will be 

unmuted during all portions of the meeting that are appropriate for public comment to allow members 
of the public to comment. Please see additional instructions below regarding public participation 

procedures. 

The Commission is not responsible for unforeseen technical difficulties that may occur. The Commission 
will endeavor to provide reliable means for members of the public to participate remotely; however, in 

the unlikely event that the remote means fail, the meeting may continue in person. For this reason, 

members of the public are advised to consider attending the meeting in person to ensure their 

participation during the meeting. 

Public participation procedures: All members of the public have a right to offer comment at the 

Commission’s public meeting. The Chair will indicate when a portion of the meeting is open for public 

comment.  Any member of the public wishing to comment during public comment periods must do the 

following: 

→ If joining in person. Complete a public comment request card and submit to Commission staff. 

When it is time for public comment, staff will call your name and you will be invited to the 

podium to speak. Members of the public should be prepared to complete their comments within 

3 minutes or less, unless a different time allotment is needed and announced by the Chair. 

→ If joining by call-in, press *9 on the phone. Pressing *9 will notify the meeting host that you wish 

to comment. You will be placed in line to comment in the order in which requests are received by 

the host. When it is your turn to comment, the meeting host will unmute your line and announce 
the last three digits of your telephone number. The Chair reserves the right to limit the time for 

comment. Members of the public should be prepared to complete their comments within 3 

minutes or less time if a different time allotment is needed and announced by the Chair. 

https://mhsoac-ca-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcvdOirpz8iEtQdBKMRwIzvIIQ5pMjAbR_F
mailto:publiccomment@mhsoac.ca.gov
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→ If joining by computer, press the raise hand icon on the control bar. Pressing the raise hand will 

notify the meeting host that you wish to comment. You will be placed in line to comment in the 

order in which requests are received by the host. When it is your turn to comment, the meeting 
host will unmute your line, announce your name, and ask if you’d like your video on. The Chair 

reserves the right to limit the time for comment. Members of the public should be prepared to 

complete their comments within 3 minutes or less time if a different time allotment is needed 

and announced by the Chair. 

In accordance with California Government Code § 11125.7(c)(1), members of the public who utilize a 

translator or other translating technology will be given at least twice the allotted time to speak during a 

Public Comment period.  
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Alignment Impact & Equity Landscape & Value 
Potential 

Outcomes 

• Does the legislation directly relate to behavioral 

health or to the Commission and its work? 

• Does the legislation relate to the implementation 

of the Behavioral Health Services Act (BHSA) or 

the state’s Behavioral Health Transformation? 

• Is it aligned with the strategic plan of the 

Commission to: 

1. Champion vision into action (elevate diverse 

voices, improve systems, apply global best 

practices); 

2. Catalyze best practices (build capacity, 

strengthen workforce, ensure equitable 

access); 

3. Inspire innovation (promote adaptive policy, 

fund new ideas, share impact stories); or 

4. Drive expectations (reduce stigma, measure 

outcomes, raise public and policymaker 

awareness)? 

• Does the legislation advance 

equity for marginalized or 

underserved groups? 

• What is the potential impact 

(high, medium, low)? 

• What is the urgency or timing 

of the legislation? 

• Is funding identified and 

sufficient to implement and 

sustain the legislation? 

• Are the intended impacts 

consistent with the 

Commission’s vision for all 

Californians to experience 

wellbeing through a 

coordinated, prevention and 

recovery focused system? 

• Do stakeholders 

support the legislation? 

• Do the individuals, 

communities, or 

organizations directly 

impacted by the 

legislation support it? 

• Is the Commission’s 

support meaningful or 

necessary for the 

legislation’s success? 

• Does this duplicate 

current legislation or 

other statutory 

mandates? 

 

• Support 

• Oppose  

• Oppose if 

Amended 

• Watch 

• No position 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure-web.cisco.com%2F11cSsCHOdTGTGWHOJruvfGf76ac1qFQ3IhoWrGVi3j5y24Ukc57kGTSyE8CA0-KFRxh3zTQC5TGulIrvZ-kAdBnK_kxJOcvWdlKwnBV0XlvXgbAf9eWe-PQibsROowqQ5DBQDEt9gH8_7jtie3PUUnqsPOC0AsiMEwyYPyE48Kk3ebbM4iiSmlJ9mg7RvU54R2I92yjQviwbU81aFbl47VEPGno3udUmbp1EN-MhTBXeyMS14SNnBFG1yXvLTjJfr6PKq2cIkWhsUzvZol6VxW3dtvAA3AwM6Wts1_tzxUjhR1cFHQGeHZwxrzwjgTNfj%2Fhttps%253A%252F%252Fbhsoac.ca.gov%252Fwp-content%252Fuploads%252FMHSOAC-Strategic-Plan-2024-2027.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CKendra.Zoller%40bhsoac.ca.gov%7Cd69a50ee048948140c4608dda2f77b3c%7C8ad5ab38563f410fb00eadbad5ebca9b%7C0%7C0%7C638845906188845710%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i9xnzllLcCeJ2JFRwLOuNfRjHPw6ZcMsJwNgvtdWG8I%3D&reserved=0
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