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Dramatic Increase in Homicides in California in 2020

* 31% increase in the number of
homicides from 2019 to 2020 2500 «

* Increase continues through
2021

e Reverses 12 years of decline

* Increase primarily due to an

increase in the number of S00 A e et ——i—

homicides using firearms NON-FIREARM

TOTAL HOMICIDE

# Homicide Deaths
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Sources: 2005-2013 CDPH, Death Statistical Master File (DSMF); 2014-2020 CDPH, California Comprehensive Master Death Files
\ (CCMDF); 2021 California Comprehensive Death Files (CCDF) Dynamic Files, extracted 5/12/2022.
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Firearm Homicides Now Surpass Firearm
Suicides

Firearm homicide and suicide in CA, 2016-2020
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Firearms are the Leading Mechanism of Violence

Male Female

74% of all HOMICIDES are by firearms )

Male Female

P

37% of all SUICIDES are by firearms ‘
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Males Make Up Vast Majority of Firearm
Violence Victims

Rates of firearm death by sex in CA, 2020
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e Rates of firearm death are
more than 7 times higher in
men
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e Sex differences exist in all
demographic groups
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Firearm Violence Impacts All Ages

Firearm homicide and suicide rates by age in CA, 2020
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Large Disparities in Firearm Violence Exist by
Race/Ethnicity — Homicide
Firearm homicide rates by race/ethnicity in CA,
2020
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Large Disparities in Firearm Violence Exist by
Race/Ethnicity — Suicide

Firearm suicide rates by race/ethnicity in CA,

2020
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*Rates are based on counts < 20 and may be unstable

040 Source: CCDPH. EpiCenter: California injury data online. Data extracted, September 16, 2022.
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Circumstances Surrounding Firearm Deaths
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CA Violent Death Reporting System (CalVDRS)

MEDICAL EXAMINER/COROMER

LAW ENFORCEMENT * Brief narrative of incident

+ Brief narrative - * Circumstances of injury
of circumstances S . * Toxicology reports

» Details on weapon R CalVDRS » Weapon information

* Suspect data and T . *»  Wound location

LS

relationship to victim « Medical history

* Critical stressors in
victim’s life

* Risk factors

* Previous criminal history

DEATH CERTIFICATE
* Victim demographic data

* Presence of suicide note ¢ Cause/mannerof death

¢  Work-related status

* Pregnancy status

¢  Veteranstatus
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https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/SACB/Pages/California-Violent-Death-Reporting-System-(CalVDRS).aspx

CalVDRS

CALIFORNIA VIOLENT DEATH REPORTING SYSTEM

CalVDRS Data Limitations

e Data is not representative of the entire state, as data is not collected

for all counties:
= 2020 deaths
= 35 participating counties representing 69% of CA’s violent deaths
= Counties are a mix of urban and rural in all regions of the state

e Circumstances may not be collected or documented in all data sources
= Percentages should be considered a low estimate

= https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/SACB/Pages/Cali
fornia-Violent-Death-Reporting-System-(CalVDRS).aspx
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Firearm Suicide Firearm Homicide

e 78% in a house or apartment ¢ 35% street/road/sidewalk/alley
e 75% at the decedent’s home e 28% in a house or apartment

e 7% in a motor vehicle e 17% at the victim’s home

e 15% in a motor vehicle

Source: CDPH, CalVDRS Death File, 2020.

Percentage among those with at least one known circumstance; Circumstances were available for 90% (840) of firearm suicides
_\./ and 75% (744) firearm homicides in 35 CA counties
.)(,BI)H Center for Healthy Communities 13
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Mental Health and Suicide-Related Circumstances
contributing to Firearm Suicide

Current mental health problem 40%
Depressed mood 26%
Alcohol and/or substance abuse problem 25%

Current or history of mental heatlh treatment I ———— 15%

History of suicidal thoughts or plans TS 32%
Left suicide note IEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE———— 30%
Suicide intent was recently disclosed IEEE——— S 14%
History of suicide attempt S 10%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%

Source: CDPH, CalVDRS Death File, 2020.
Percentage among those with at least one known circumstance; Circumstances were available for 90% (840) of firearm suicides
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Other Circumstances contributing to Firearm
Suicide

Physical health problem I 26%
Recent or iminent crisis N 2 6%
Intimate partner problem IS 17%
Argument or conflict NG 13%
Financial or job problem I 0%
Death of family or friend (suicide or other) I 7%
Other relationship problem (not partner) I 5%
COVID-19 somehow contributed I 4%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%

Source: CDPH, CalVDRS Death File, 2020.
Percentage among those with at least one known circumstance; Circumstances were available for 90% (840) of firearm suicides
in 35 CA counties
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Circumstances contributing to Firearm Homicides

Gang related or suspected gang involvement 43%
Drive-by shooting
Precipitated by another serious crime T ———————— 157

Targeted walk-by assault T  — 177%

Victim used a weapon during incident - )%

Another crime in progress NI )%

Law enforcement involved shooting e 10%
Victim had alcohol or substance abuse problem - 6%

Drug involvment (dealing or use) mmmm 5%

25%

Argument or conflict contributed to death =—— ——————— )77
Physical fight between two people m——— 79
Intimate partner violence (IPV) o 7%
IPV: male victim mm 3%
IPV: female victim S — /] 0%,

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%

Source: CDPH, CalVDRS Death File, 2020.
Percentage among those with at least one known circumstance; Circumstances were available for 75% (744) of firearm
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Sex of Suspect and Relationship to Victim

Suspect:Victim relationship in firearm homicide

Current or ex partner [F]o e m———=33%
Someone else known to victim . 130, 217
Stranger ke 19%
Law enforcement |[msdd 119

Relationship UNKNOWN G 550

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

B Female victim M Male victim

Source: CDPH, CalVDRS Death File, 2020.
/o Percentage among those with at least one known circumstance; Circumstances were available for 75% (744) of firearm
CBPH homicides in 35 CA counties
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Firearm Non-Fatal Injury
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Firearm Deaths, Injuries, and Emergency
Department (ED) Visits

e For every firearm fatality in California, there are roughly:
e 1.0 non-fatal firearm hospitalization
e 1.4 non-fatal firearm Emergency Department (ED) visit
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VS . N
° CBPH Firearm injury data presented are from 2016-2020. For
) it methods, see https://skylab4.cdph.ca.gov/epicenter/.
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Non-Fatal Firearm Injuries — Trends

 Non-fatal firearm injuries declined slightly from 2016 to 2018, then
increased sharply from 2019 to 2020
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Non-Fatal Firearm Injuries — Cause

e Non-fatal firearm injuries are mainly due to assault and possibly
unintentional causes

Deaths Hospitalizations ED Visits

m Homicide/Assault m Unintentional = Suicide/Self-harm = Legal/War m Undetermined
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Non-Fatal Firearm Injuries — Sex

* Males are roughly 8 times more likely than females to be victims of
non-fatal firearm injuries
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Firearm injuries per 100,000 person-years
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Non-Fatal Firearm Injuries — Age

e Risk of non-fatal firearm injury peaks in the 20’s then declines
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Non-Fatal Firearm Injuries — Race/Ethnicity

e Risk of non-fatal firearm injury greatest for Californians who are Black
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* firearm injury data by race/ethnicity limited to 2019-20 due to
O)CBPH . DY rate/t
changes in race/ethnicity coding.
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Firearm Storage Practices
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e Easy access to a loaded firearm may contribute to firearm injuries
through unintentional or impulsive discharge.

e Safe storage practices, including keeping firearms stored unloaded
and locked, are associated with reductions in the risk of firearm
injuries, especially unintentional and suicide/self-harm injuries and
especially among youth.

04,0
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e According to BRFSS data collected from 2017 to 2019, 1in 5
Californian adults reported keeping a firearm in the house.

 Among Californians with a firearm in the house, 1 in 10 reported
storing it in the least safe way — loaded and unlocked.

* Unsafe firearm storage was more common among:

e Older adults
e Males

e \/eterans
e Those without children in their household

Full report available at:
www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/SACB/CDPH%20Document%?2
OLibrary/Violence%20Prevention%20Initiative/CAHouseholdFirearmStorage
040 2017-2019 ADA.pdf
Center for Healthy Communities 27
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http://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/SACB/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Violence%20Prevention%20Initiative/CAHouseholdFirearmStorage2017-2019_ADA.pdf

Firearm Violence Prevention
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EpiCenter

California

Injury Data Online

Home Deaths Hospitalizations ED Visits
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e Query and visualize California injury data
e Injury data:

e Que

Deaths
Hospitalizations
Emergency Department visits

ry.:

Victim demographics

Injury classification

Location

Time

Treatment (for non-fatal injuries)

e Visualize:

-~

CBPH
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PublicHealth

Custom table
Time series
Bar chart

https://skylab4.cdph.ca.gov/epicenter

Center for Healthy Communities
Injury and Violence Prevention Branch
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What is the Violence Prevention Initiative (VPI)?

e CDPH focuses on preventing multiple forms of violence

e The VPl is a coordinated cross-program response that elevates
violence as a departmental priority

* |ntegrates and aligns efforts across multiple CDPH programs
 Frames the public health governmental role in addressing violence

 Emphasizes the primary prevention approach, working “upstream”
to address underlying causes to prevent violence from happening in
the first place

e https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/SACB/Pages/Vio
lencePreventionlnitiative.aspx

CBPH Center for Healthy Communities
PublicHealth Injury and Violence Prevention Branch
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https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/SACB/Pages/ViolencePreventionInitiative.aspx

Thank you!

Renay.Bradley@cdph.ca.gov
Julie.Cross-Riedel@cdph.ca.gov
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