
Foster Youth and Juvenile 
Justice Involved Youth



Juvenile Justice Involved Youth

According to the 2021 Juvenile Justice in California report, 
19,355 juveniles were arrested, and 31,370 juveniles were 
referred to county probation departments. 

Up to 70% of justice involved youth have a diagnosable mental 
health condition (e.g., suicidal behavior and co-morbid 
psychiatric disorders), yet low rates of service use.



In California, an estimated 60,650 youth are in foster 
care.

In the 2021 school year, approximately 32,256 foster 
youth were enrolled in California public schools and up 
to 80 percent of them have significant mental health 
issues. 

Mental and behavioral health is the largest unmet health 
need for children and teens in foster care. Through 
MHSSA funded programs, approximately 21,548 foster 
students can potentially be reached.
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